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It Is Good to Be Here 
 

ecently, I had the pleasure to perform the sacrament of Baptism and Chrismation here at 

St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Apostolic Church. There were about 10 or 12 children in 

attendance, siblings and cousins who, before the service, were chatting and laughing, so 

happy to be in each other’s company. The youthful and exuberant energy was a joy to 

see in church after the long drought of human connection that the pandemic brought this past year. 

When it came time to hold the service, the children quickly quieted down and gathered around the 

baptismal font to watch. They were so curious to see as I put the baby in the water. With pure eyes, 

they were witnessing. I was delighted, so happy to have this life in the church again and to anoint this 

innocent child who was being born of spirit and joining his bigger family. His Christian family. 

 

As the service was finishing up, I overheard one of the children say with such sincerity to his mother, 

“Mommy, I missed the church.” It really moved me to hear these few words expressed with such 

genuine and pure emotion. In that moment I really felt that life was coming back to St. Sahag & St. 

Mesrob and it made me think about how we adults should pay heed to the children’s example of the 

love and joy in their hearts for their spiritual home. As written in the Gospel of Mark 10:15-16,  “I 

tell you the truth, ‘Anyone who doesn’t receive the Kingdom of God like a child will never enter it.’ 

Then he took the children in his arms and placed his hands on their heads and blessed them.”  
 

There has been so much discussion about when we can go back to the way things were. I think the 

real challenge for us is not to go back to the way things were, but to move forward anew. How can 

we take the lessons we learned from the adversity of last year and move forward together with new 

insights, greater appreciation, more compassion? Perhaps the biggest lesson we all learned is just how 

much connection matters. Connection to God, connection to our family, connection to our friends. 

And so our first step in moving forward is to come back to our spiritual home. To reconnect with our 

spiritual family in God’s house with renewed hearts and wiser compassion. Come and join together 

at the banquet of our Lord to receive the Kingdom of God like the children who came to witness the 

baptism of their new baby brother in Christ. St. Sahag & St. Mesrob bids us to come forth and receive 

the Kingdom of God with the same open hearts and pure spirits of our children.  

 

“… Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us make here three tabernacles: one for You, 

one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” – Mathew 17:4. 
 

 It is good for us to be here. St Sahag & St. Mesrob Apostolic Church is waiting for you. 

 

 

 Fr. Oshagan  

R 

THE PASTOR’S CORNER 
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Dear Parishioners, 

 

When faced with crisis, organizations and their leaders 

are often left with few alternatives – succumb to the situation and 

do the bare minimum with hopes of survival; or innovate, 

recognize the changed landscape, and find new ways to keep 

moving the mission forward. I am extremely happy to say that 

this Parish Council, under the leadership of our Pastor the Very 

Reverend Father Oshagan Gulgulian, and in partnership with our 

Diocese, chose to move forward in a way that will strengthen us 

for today and the years to come. 

The outset of the pandemic was clouded with uncertainty. 

Many may recall that Montgomery County was one of the first 

areas in our Diocese to announce the “Stay-at-Home” orders. 

This sparked immediate discussions about what it would mean 

for attendance at Church Service. The most fundamental reason for our existence as a parish was at 

risk, and while we all know about the capability to livestream church services, this is not something 

we had done in the past.  

We quickly adapted. Though at the beginning the church was empty, we never felt alone. 

Thanks to the support of many parishioners, through generous donations, prayers and a deep sense of 

love and care for each other, we never lost our strength as a Parish Community. 

2020 was a year for heroes. There were the frontline workers in our community who went to 

hospitals, doctor’s offices or schools every day, while we were at home. Others continued to support 

the church in the face of their own financial uncertainty. Wherever one looked, there were countless 

examples of individual sacrifice for the benefit of others. None more so than the tremendous sacrifice 

of those who suffered for the defense of Artsakh. We mourn the losses, pray for those displaced and 

continue to commit our support for all those who are suffering as a result of the war. 

Surely, there were many things that we were unable to do in 2020. There were ambitions we 

had for this year that simply went unfulfilled. Still, I can confidently say that we grew stronger this 

year. This strength resulted in some temporary changes that will go away as restrictions continue to 

ease, as well as some permanent changes that will set us up to be more effective in the future. The 

following are highlights from the different areas addressed in 2020: 

• Virtual Badarak – When it became clear that we needed to provide a way for parishioners to 

participate in the Divine Liturgy virtually, we quickly assessed the options and determined 

that Facebook Live would be the best choice. We appreciate Hayr Sourp, who for several 

weeks, had to adjust to celebrating Badarak to a camera and an empty church and extend our 

heartfelt appreciation to Pamela Mamourian, who each week, brought the beauty and 

experience of being in our sanctuary, directly into our homes.  

A Message From Our Parish Council Chairperson 
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We also want to thank the many people who participated with us from all over the world. 

Though many had not previously used Facebook, we greatly appreciate what it took for 

everyone to get acquainted with the platform and extend a special appreciation to those who 

arranged for family members to get connected every Sunday.   

• The Lenten Lecture Series and Hayr Sourp’s Cafe – Prior to the pandemic, we had a series 

of Lenten Lectures thanks to Hayr Sourp and Lisa Manookian. Though we were only able to 

get through two presentations, one by Hawk Katcherian and the other by Matthew Karanian; 

we remember them as some of the last times we were together in-person. Since the series was 

cut short, thanks to Zoom, we organized an online format which set the stage for our 2021 

AAA Series. We hosted two sessions related to Coronavirus education, one led by Dr. Richard 

Bedrossian, and another led by Dr. Paul Doghramji. Hayr Sourp also led one on the 

significance of Ascension Day. We look forward to the days we can return to Hayatian Hall 

for similar events in the near future.  

• The Sunday School – Thanks to Sossi Avrigian and Theresa Yenovkian, the Sunday School 

went practically uninterrupted this year. They made the most out of Zoom by providing virtual 

classes most weeks to various age groups starting at 8:50 AM on Sundays. From hosting a 

Virtual Sunday School Closing to organizing the Virtual Christmas Program, the spirit and 

dedication of our Sunday School teachers enabled our children to continue their spiritual 

education in the safety and comfort of their homes.  

• Digital Upgrades – Many business executives credit the pandemic as the primary reason for 

moving toward better digital solutions. For us, this was also the case. We continued to upgrade 

our website capabilities and then switched focus to our office management systems. Though 

we had long planned to upgrade our finance and membership systems, it was not until this 

year that we fully prepared ourselves to do so. We now operate using a membership system 

called Breeze and moved our Financial System to QuickBooks. Both will allow us to connect 

and provide information to everyone in a timely fashion, while also providing our 

organizations with the benefit of a centralized system for all communications. 

• Covid Safety Measures – In addition to following the guidelines shared by the Diocese, we 

were regular participants in Montgomery County’s COVID-19 Faith Based Organizations 

Meetings, where we learned about the measures other religious communities in the area were 

taking. As with many other facilities open to the public, we sanitized the sanctuary, removed 

books, roped off pews to ensure distancing between families and provided a hand sanitization 

station in the Narthex. Though installed in 2021, we also procured new fans for the sanctuary 

to allow for better ventilation. 

• Financial – Naturally, a major concern we had was our ability to keep the church operational 

from a financial perspective. In anticipation of no or significantly lowered attendance at 

church and events, no possibility of rentals, and income uncertainty for parishioners, we acted 

quickly to secure a PPP loan as soon as it became available. Those funds, combined with some 

very generous donations and significant cost cutting, allowed us to operate regularly. Under 

the leadership of Treasurer Laraine Ballard, we were able to continue to pay staff and regular 

bills, all while transitioning to the new financial system. 
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• Special Events: Picnic and Christmas Festival Pick-up – One of the highlights of our year 

was our ability to manage and execute our food pick-ups. Thanks to the leadership of Rosine 

Gouveia and Julyet Degirmenci, along with their team, we conducted two very successful 

food events in place of our Annual Picnic and Christmas Festival. While so many people 

played a part in making this a success, what was most notable was the fun and ease that was 

experienced in putting them together. In addition to the food that was enjoyed and the funds 

that were collected, as a result of the Christmas Pick-Up, we were able to secure $10,000 to 

be sent to provide food for the families displaced by the Arstakh war.  

• Memorial Hall – As many know, we have long relied on the hall as a source of funding to 

offset the costs of operating our parish. One of the silver linings of the pandemic was that it 

afforded time to make some necessary upgrades to the hall. Thankfully, those upgrades have 

been well underway, and the vision of what many thought the hall could be is now becoming 

a reality. With hopes that it will be sometime this year, we greatly anticipate the day that we 

can safely celebrate in our newly renovated hall.  

Acknowledgements: 

• We would like to thank Hayr Sourp for keeping the mission of the Church going throughout 

this pandemic. Whether through home visitations, addressing administrative needs, or tending 

to families in need, Hayr Sourp confronted the pandemic in a way no one else could and we 

are all grateful for it.  

• Our deacons and regular choir members, Deacon Steve Keytanjian and Sub deacon Loutfi 

Arabatilian, Mania Arabatlian, Noel Krommenhoek and organist, Laraine Ballard – for 

keeping the church going with Hayr Sourp throughout the pandemic.  

• Our Church Staff – Ayshe Chakmaklian, Elizabeth Barsamian and Joe Barnaby were 

available, willing, and working throughout the pandemic. In whatever way they could, either 

from their homes or at times from church, they were always ready to serve the people of our 

community. 

• Lastly, though this occurred in 2021, we want to acknowledge the efforts of two Parish 

Council members and several others who have been the unsung heroines of our community. 

Alene Schreiner and Lisa Kailian, along with Tanya Bardakjian, Meline Derderian, Talene 

Metjian and Alexis Topakbashian, organized themselves to coordinate the vaccination of over 

300 community members prior to vaccines being readily available to the public. Their efforts 

are representative of what we saw in our community throughout 2020. People helping each 

other simply because they can. 

Looking ahead, we have a lot of work in front of us. We must continue to stay vigilant about 

our health and the health of those around us. We must also need to find a way to do the work of the 

church at full capacity; in a way that we are mindful of the situation, but not fearful of it. We thank 

the outgoing members of Parish Council and look forward to welcoming and working with those who 

are newly elected this year. 

 Alex Topakbashian 
Chairman, on behalf of the Parish Council 
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Spring Pick-Up and Go 

 

 

A few months after our successful Christmas Festival Pick-Up and Go, we had another successful Spring Pick-

Up and Go in early May.  Many thanks to Rosine Gouveia and Julyet Degirmenci, for once again coordinating 

the food preparation; Lisa Baboujian and Mari Degirmenci, for organizing and filling the take-out orders; our 

fabulous kitchen crew; and the many volunteers who assisted during several weeks of preparation.  Special 

thanks to our parishioners and friends for their continued support in these difficult times.  While we again 

missed seeing everyone in person, we are glad to have been able to connect with our parishioners.  A total of 

$2,700 was raised, which will go towards eventual upgrades for Hayatian Hall. 
 

 Lisa Manookian  
 

Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Holy Easter 
Krisdos Haryav ee Merelotz!  

Orhnyal eh Harootiununn Krisdosee! 
  

This year, following the pandemic lockdown of 2020, Holy Week and Easter Sunday at St. Sahag & St. Mesrob 

Armenian Apostolic Church reflected the great joy of our Lord’s Resurrection as well as the deep appreciation 

of being able to join together again as a parish. In light of last year’s closed doors during Holy Week and 

Easter, uniting again as a parish for this week that forms the bedrock of our Christian faith inspired an uplifting 

sense of spiritual renewal.  

 

We opened the week with Palm Sunday, a beautiful service honoring the day our Lord triumphantly entered 

the city of Jerusalem. Joining us for the rest of Holy Week and Easter was Deacon Garen Hamamjian, from 

St. Nersess Armenian Seminary. Deacon Hamamjian’s tremendous singing added a powerful dimension to our 

services and delighted our parish. Holy Week continued with Maundy Thursday and the Washing of the Feet 

Service. With respect to safety precautions, parishes were requested by the Diocese to keep the number of 

those honored by the Washing of the Feet Service to a minimum. Hayr Sourp chose to honor the 4 young men 

who, despite the difficulties of the pandemic and it’s restrictions, were married in the church in 2020. Though 

2 of the young married men were out of town, Hayr Sourp washed the feet of Tigran Marashlian and William 

Thompson, Jr. in the service that harkens back to the evening of the Last Supper when Christ washed the feet 

of his 12 Disciples. Following this service was the Vigil of the Passion of Our Lord (Khavaroom). Along with 
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Hayr Sourp, all the deacons participated in reading the 7 

Gospels as the flames of the candles were extinguished one by 

one until at last the sanctuary was left in a solemn and heavy 

darkness. In the darkness the parish experienced the heavenly 

and moving chant, “Oor Es Mayr Eem.” 

 

Friday brought the emotionally stirring Good Friday Service 

where Hayr Sourp and deacons chanted a lamenting vigil at 

the foot of our beautifully decorated representation of Christ’s 

Tomb. Saturday’s Easter Eve Liturgy was magnificent as the 

sunlight slowly dimmed and the sanctuary was left bathed in 

candlelight. Following both the Friday and Saturday services, 

Hayr Sourp dedicated new gifts to the church. Read more 

about that in the following article. 

 

Krisdos Haryav ee Merelotz! Orhnyal eh Harootiununn 

Krisdosee! We were blessed with a beautiful, sunny Easter 

Sunday as St. Sahag & St. Mesrob concluded Holy Week with 

an uplifting Easter Service and sermon, where Hayr Sourp 

expressed his great joy at seeing the church full again, 

exclaiming “My spirit rejoices!” He went on to reflect upon 

how last year’s shared celebration of Holy Week and Easter was taken away from us, but today we are back 

celebrating this glorious day of our Lord’s Resurrection in person, together as a parish once again. “I am 

thrilled to celebrate Easter once again with all of you,” he concluded. The service was followed by a lively 

Easter egg hunt on the grounds and an outdoor social hour on the front patio, where the parish expressed their 

joy in the Lord’s Resurrection as well as being able to gather and worship together once again. 
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Gifts to the Church 
Holy Week, the foundation of our Christian religion, is typically a very special time for our parish, and this 

year it was doubly so. Last year due to the pandemic, our doors were shuttered for Holy Week and Easter, and 

as a result, this year we were overjoyed to be together. As if that weren’t enough, during this year’s Holy 

Week, Hayr Sourp was able to dedicate two gifts to the church that we have been anxiously waiting to use. 

Armenian church canons require that any items used in the sanctuary must first be blessed and consecrated. 

This takes place during a special service where new items are washed with water and wine.  
 

On April 2, Good Friday, following the Lord’s Burial Service, Hayr Sourp invited Lisa Kailian to join him for 

the dedication of a very special one-of-a-kind cross that was handmade in Armenia. The cross is silver and 

gold plated by the same artist who made the chalice that is used during Badarak. Lisa generously donated the 

cross in memory of her grandparents, Garabed and Elize Megerian. It was fitting that Lisa was the first 

parishioner to receive a blessing with the magnificent cross. 
 

On Saturday, April 3, at the conclusion of the Easter Eve Badarak, Hayr Sourp invited Mr. and Mrs. Karlen 

Ghazaryan and their daughters to join him for the blessing of two beautiful candleholders handmade in 

Armenia. Our acolytes will use these candleholders. Again, there was a special service and the candleholders 

were washed with water and wine and Hayr Sourp blessed the Ghazaryan Family. The service concluded with 

the candleholders being lit before processing outside of the church for dismissal. Parishioners were invited to 

light their own candles as the procession passed and follow to the steps of the church. It was a beautiful scene 

to see the night lit up by candlelight and filled with prayers. Hayr Sourp remarked that he was pleased the 

newly consecrated holders would be used for the first time the following morning at Easter Badarak. He invited 

the parishioners to take home their candles and light them within their homes. 
 

This has been a trying year for all and the pandemic took away so much from our church community, mainly 

the opportunity to gather in worship. It is a blessing that we can begin to safely come together and raise our 

voices in prayer. It is a beautiful thing to be able to celebrate the generous donations of church benefactors so 

that our newly dedicated cross and candle holders can be used for generations of parishioners to come. We 

thank Lisa Kailian and the Ghazaryan Family for their gifts and pray that God continues to bless them. 
 

 Alene Schreiner   
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Parish Assembly Highlights 

 

The 2021 Parish Assembly was held in person in the 

sanctuary of the church on May 23rd, 2021. Assembly 

Officers elected were Steven Barsamian as chairman, 

Robert Cannuscio as parliamentarian and Pamela 

Mamourian as secretary. 
 

Parish Council Chair Alex Topakbashian thanked 

Hayr Sourp and the Parish Council for their 

commitment to serve through this very difficult year. 

As a result of people in this parish who gave of 

themselves very generously during this time, St. 

Sahag & St. Mesrob Apostolic Church thrived during 

a very stressful and arduous year. As we all know, 

with the exception of a few weeks of closed doors at the beginning of the pandemic, we were able to broadcast 

our Badarak continuously for over a year with the support of our deacons, our choir members and our film 

crew.  

 

Parish Council member George Kodokian gave a report on the Pledge System, a system that merges both 

membership and stewardship under one umbrella that is garnering attention within our Diocese and beyond. 

He gave an informative presentation, including a slide show that reflected his research. The Pledge System 

will be discussed further this year within the Parish Council. 

 

Laraine Ballard, Parish Council Treasurer, gave the financial report. Again, despite a difficult year, St. Sahag 

& St. Mesrob Apostolic Church finished the year 2020 in the black. This was in no small part due to the 

generosity of our parishioners in response to an appeal from Hayr Sourp and a loan, which has been fully 

forgiven, from the Paycheck Protection Program. 

 

Funds from the Youth Committee budget were approved, beginning the second half of this year, 2021, to 

support the position of Youth Director for the church. The Youth Committee financial support will continue 

into the following two full years (2022 and 2023), to be approved at each respective Parish Assembly.  
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The following is the result of the election at the Parish Assembly. Elected to Parish Council (6 seats to be 

filled): Laraine Ballard, Jeffrey Bedrosian, Lisa Manookian, Alene Schreiner, Ani Yeramyan Speirs and Alex 

Topakbashian. Elected to Nominating Committee (3 seats to be filled): Silva Kailian, Carol Keosayian and 

Alexis Topakbashian. Elected to Auditing Committee (1 seat to be filled): Audrey Kilijian. 

 

Hayr Sourp concluded the meeting with the Benediction and a few words. He thanked the Chair of the 

Assembly, the Parliamentarian, the Nominating and Auditing Committees and the Parish Council and 

Delegates for their service to the church. He reminded us that St. Sahag & St. Mesrob is our spiritual home 

and it is our responsibility and our duty to uphold her. “We have fresh hope, new lessons learned, and we are 

working for a better future. Everyone needs to bring their talent, their support and their participation. There is 

much we can accomplish together.” 
 

 Pam Mammourian 
 

 
 

WOMEN’S GUILD 
The St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Women's Guild took a bit of a hiatus these past few months, but we are hoping to 

get back in the swing of things this summer.   

 

We have chosen the Narberth Food Bank to collect canned and dry goods for the needy, and I was amazed at 

how much was collected during our last food drive. I want to thank all of you who donated so generously to 

such a worthy cause.  During these trying times, it's more important than ever to remember those less fortunate 

than ourselves, and to do what we can to lift them up.   We hope to have another drive in the fall. 

 

Thank you to all of you who came out to help cook for the May 8th Spring Pick Up and Go food drive through.  

We were thrilled to have a newcomer, Jamie Kesdekian Bierman, be a part of the cooking team.  Thanks so 

much to everyone who came out and assisted.  As you know, the more people we have, the less time it will 

take to make the delicious Armenian food. And the more fun it is! 

 

In the upcoming summer months, I am hoping to have a Women's Guild day at Chanticleer on the Main Line.  

It's a beautiful garden with lovely sculptures and a picnic area.  More on this as it gets closer. 

 

If you have ideas for the Guild, please reach out to me at ndersimonian@gmail.com, or at 703-371-3160.  I'd 

love to hear your thoughts.   Stay well, everyone. 
 

 Nancy DerSimonian 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS’ NEWS  

mailto:ndersimonian@gmail.com
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Sunday School for FY20-

FY21 closed with a 

wonderful ceremony after 

Badarak service on Sunday, 

June 6th.  There were 10 

Sunday school students who 

prepared essays and prayers 

to read to the congregation. 

Each student provided well 

thought-out responses to the 

questions they were given for 

their age group.  At the end of 

this ceremony, Hayr Sourp 

gave closing remarks 

regarding faith and making 

sure that we keep St. Sahag & 

St. Mesrob Apostolic Church 

as our second home. He 

encouraged parents to 

continue to bring their 

children to Sunday school and thanked them for ensuring they stayed connected this year via zoom. We all 

look forward to having in-person Sunday School this fall. Each child was given a Summer Kit with a Manushag 

magazine, a gratitude journal, Bible activity book, craft, prayers and parent resources. 

 

Earlier this spring, we celebrated one of our favorite Feast Days, Easter, at church. We had 50 children attend 

the Easter Egg Hunt on the front lawn. It was wonderful to see so many children and their parents participating 

in the annual event. Each child left with eggs filled with candy and a chocolate cross.  

 

Each Sunday morning, students rose early to participate in Sunday School Zoom, starting at 8:50am. We held 

assembly every morning with Mrs. Sossi Avrigian leading the Order of Service. We read through the Scripture 

of Day and discussed its relevance to our daily lives. Then we broke into 3 separate groups, focusing on the 

We Believe curriculum with Mrs. Teresa Yenovkian leading the Pre-K to 2nd graders; Mrs. Nancy 

DerSimonian and Mrs. Valerie Hagopian leading the 3rd to 6th graders; and Mrs. Sossi Avrigian leading the 7th 

to 10th graders. We closed each lesson with prayer and closing hymns. 
 

We wish to thank all of the parents who helped their children get online Sunday mornings and to all our 

dedicated teachers.  

 

 Teresa Yenovkian 
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MEN’S CLUB  
In March the Men’s Club held a dinner on the outside patio of Sopranos 

Restaurant. The evening was very cold, and as you can see by the 

photograph, we all had our winter jackets on and the outside propane 

heaters were roaring. Nevertheless, the evening was quite enjoyable and 

involved a lot of storytelling and laughter. Every time we do gather, we 

further build the bonds of our Armenian brotherhood. We are looking 

forward to the warmer weather and the relaxing of the pandemic 

restrictions so that more of us can gather safely. Plans for a summer 

gathering are underway. I’ll keep you posted! Please contact me at 

alexmamourian@me.com with any ideas you may have. 
 

 Alex Mamourian 
 

ARCHIVES COMMITTEE  
Our Church Archives Committee has been aware that 

there is no documentation about the arch-shaped border 

surrounding the altar, which is visible upon entering our 

sanctuary.  We undertook this task and share our findings 

with you. 
 

The arch configuration is not found in most Armenian 

Orthodox churches, but is found in ours.  Colorful, with 

depictions, it informs worshipers of various aspects of our 

religious traditions. 
 

In 2001, Rev. Dr. Paree Metjian approached artist Armen 

Arutunian to create artwork for the arch.    Ohaness 

Meguerian was the benefactor according to the 

artist.  Arutunian took the task to heart, utilizing oil paint 

on board which was then adhered to the surface of the 

border.  With preliminary drawings in hand, the artist 

presented his ideas to the Church Trustees and 

the drawings were met with their approval.  We would 

like to thank Armen Arutunian and the late Ohaness Meguerian for enriching our church’s sanctuary. 
 

According to Arutunian, the bottom depicts the general development of Armenian beliefs before Christ, called 

Hetanism (Hetanosoutioun), the pre-Christian worship of fire. Above depicts Christianity through the four 

Evangelists; Matthew, Mark, Luke and John; and their attributes mirroring Christ’s nature; Matthew, human 

nature; Mark, dignity and courage nature; Luke, sacrificial nature; John, divine nature. 
 

The following guide gives an explanation about the illustrations of the arch.  Under each portrait the name of 

the saint appears in Armenian. 
 

--Bottom left:  According to the artist’s interpretation, the double-headed eagle and a cauldron of flames, 

represent Hetanism (Hetanosoutioun), the pre-Christian worship of fire.  
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--Bottom left above the double-headed eagle and the cauldron of flames: St. Luke is represented by the winged 

ox, a sacrificial animal, stressing the sacrificial nature of Christ’s ministry. 
 

-Left, between Sts. Luke and Matthew: pomegranates, a traditional symbol of Armenia. 
 

--Upper left:  St. Matthew is symbolized by a winged man or angel whose book lists the human descendants 

of Christ. 
 

--Above St. Matthew:  the cross, symbol of the acceptance of Christianity.  
 

--Bottom right:  a sunburst and a cauldron of flames, again symbolic of Hetanism (Hetanosoutioun).  
 

--Bottom right above cauldron of flames:  St. John is symbolized by the eagle, capable of dwelling closest to 

Heaven. 
 

--Between Sts. John and Mark: another secular Armenian symbol, grapes. 
 

--Upper right:  St. Mark is represented by a winged lion, depicting the royal dignity of Christ. 
 

--Above Mark: the cross, symbol of the acceptance of Christianity.  
 

--The top:  the Scriptural quotation from John 14:6 is written in Armenian: 

 

“I am the way and the truth and the life.” 

 Archives Committee 
 

Zoom Series on Armenia, Artsakh and the Aftermath of the 

Artsakh War  
 

Our Zoom series on Armenia, Artsakh and the Aftermath of the Artsakh War continued this spring in an effort 

to keep our parish continually focused on the needs of our homeland and the many projects initiated by 

organizations as a result of the September 2020 war.   
 

Anna Astvatsaturian Turcotte joined us on March 10 to share about her first major project since launching 

the Anna Astvatsaturian Foundation.  The project’s main focus is to document and research financial, personal 

and property losses of the Armenian population of Artsakh during the 2020 Artsakh War.  The Initiative is a 

detailed collection of empirical data on the displaced and affected population of Artsakh. The project began in 

December 2020, in partnership with Armenia’s Association of Social Workers, and in collaboration with the 

Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs of Republic of Armenia, the Ministry of Housing and Social Affairs of 

the Republic of Artsakh and the Offices of Armenia’s and Artsakh’s Human Rights Ombudsman. This 

initiative is employing 100 workers by the Foundation who have collected information from over 20,000 

individuals/families as of the end of May.  For additional information on this project and on other foundation 

initiatives, please visit https://astvatsaturian.org.  
 

Rev. Fr. Yeprem Kelegian and Garnik Nanagulian joined us on March 18 to share on the Fund for Armenian 

Relief’s efforts on behalf of Artsakh Refugees and Artsakh.  FAR operates five soup kitchens throughout 

Armenia and its focus is on child protection, healthcare, education, social support initiatives and economic 

development.  With the pandemic in Armenia, FAR altered many projects to meet the standards of COVID.  

Following the war, they initiated humanitarian and education programs in Sisian, where some 200 displaced 

families from Artsakh have found refuge; collaborated with the Armenian-American Health Professionals 

Organization (AAHPO) to launch the new Doctors for Artsakh project; and began social service initiatives in 

https://astvatsaturian.org/
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cooperation with Artsakh’s Ministry of Labor and Social Migration.  For more information on FAR and its 

programs and initiatives, please visit http://www.farusa.org.   
 

On April 8, our special guest was Dr. Kim Hekimian, Assistant Professor of Nutrition in Pediatrics 

(Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition) and the Institute of Human Nutrition at Columbia University.  

In March 2020, she founded the Armenian American Public Health Task Force during the time of COVID 19.  

This group of epidemiologists, biostatisticians, public health policy makers and risk communication experts 

from academic centers around the US, including from Columbia University, meets regularly with counterparts 

at the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Armenia and the School of Public Health at the American 

University of Armenia for health system strengthening collaborations.  Dr. Hekimian gave an update on the 

COVID situation in Armenia and spoke of the heroic efforts of doctors and healthcare workers treating patients 

during the war and after.   
 

On April 22, we were graced with a presentation by our former Primate, His Eminence Archbishop Khajag 

Barsamian. In 2018, he was appointed by the Catholicos of All Armenians as the Pontifical Legate of Western 

Europe and Representative of Holy Etchmiadzin to the Vatican. He is also the Chair of Artsakh Outreach, 

Holy Etchmiadzin’s mission to aid the citizens of Artsakh displaced by the recent war.  Archbishop Barsamian 

has been the contact person between the Mother See and the Vatican for the past 30+ years and has organized 

the visits of Pope John Paul II and Pope Francis to Armenia.  In his new position as the Pontifical Legate of 

Western Europe, he oversees the Armenian communities in Portugal, Spain, the Netherlands, Belgium, Italy 

and Malta.  His Eminence is also deepening relations with the Vatican and bringing clergy from the Catholic 

church and our sister Oriental churches to Armenia.   
 

Since the war, His Eminence’s immediate focus has been on Artsakh Outreach.  The organization’s leadership 

is comprised from leaders throughout North America with a Pastor in Yerevan leading the initiative on the 

ground.  Artsakh Outreach has helped with food and hygiene packages, bought houses throughout the country, 

and is creating programs to help the refugees live and work in Armenia.  Though several hundred families 

have been supported through early initiatives, His Eminence shared that the war and pandemic have created a 

crisis in which many are traumatized.  As a result, one of the key initiatives is the Healing Project, creating 

healing centers throughout Armenia for our people.  For more information on Artsakh Outreach, please visit 

their website, https://artsakhoutreach.org/.   
 

On June 3, Peter Abajian, Executive Director of The Paros Foundation, shared about the Foundation’s latest 

project, working in partnership with the Armenian Resettlement Coalition, comprised of Paros and three other 

organizations – Focus on Children Now, Sahman NGO and Teach for Armenia – to comprehensively address 

the issue of the resettlement of Artsakh refugees.  The Paros Foundation has implemented a plethora of projects 

to build improved and sustainable living conditions for Armenia’s most vulnerable communities.  Mr. Abajian 

gave an overview of Paros’ projects and model of philanthropy and the Armenia Service program for diasporan 

youth, which several of our Philadelphia youth have participated in.  More information can be found on their 

website at https://parosfoundation.org/.  
 

As we go to press, we are scheduling our final presentation for the season.  On Thursday, June 17, the co-

founders of Learning Mission Armenia, an organization dedicated to providing quality English and technical 

education to disadvantaged social groups, including veterans of the 2020 Artsakh War, will be sharing their 

initiative to help our brethren. 
 

The sub-committee included Father Oshagan Gulgulian, Alex Topakbashian (Parish Council Chair) and 

committee members, Lisa Kailian, Lisa Manookian, and Robin Williams.  We thank the community for its 

consistent support of these programs. 
 

 Lisa Manookian 

http://www.farusa.org/
https://artsakhoutreach.org/
https://parosfoundation.org/
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Lenten Presentation  
 

The AAA Series took a break during our Lent Season to turn 

attention to a Lenten presentation by Christopher Zakian, 

Director of Communications for the Eastern Diocese of the 

Armenian Church of America, who gave a talk entitled, “A 

Modern Man in the Gospel of John: The Tragedy of 

Nicodemus.” Christopher’s talk focused on 3 chapters of 

Nicodemus’s life with Christ. He first set the tone by 

describing Nicodemus’s station in life. He was leading 

Pharisee, a member of the Sanhedrin (the Jewish supreme 

court) and a well-recognized leader of the Jewish people. 

Nicodemus was a very inquisitive man who seemed to have a 

gnawing feeling that there must be more to life than the life we 

live here on earth. 

 

In the first chapter of Nicodemus’s relationship with Christ, Christopher described how it is reported in the 

Gospel of John that Nicodemus sought out Christ, visiting in secret at night under the cover of darkness so that 

he would not be seen. It was a risk to his reputation and his position were he to be seen visiting Christ. However, 

Nicodemus went to talk to Christ, to ask him questions. He was seeking answers, as he likely suspected that 

Christ might be the Messiah promised to Israel by God. In the second chapter of his relationship with Christ, 

Christopher pointed out how Nicodemus, in the midst of his peers, stood up for Christ, insisting the Pharisees 

give Jesus a fair hearing as they attempted to have him arrested for deception. And in the third chapter, we see 

how Nicodemus risked his safety and reputation as he lovingly cared for the body of the crucified Christ, 

preparing it with myrrh, as was the tradition of the time.  

 

Christopher concluded that the story of Nicodemus is indeed a tragedy in that it is an unfinished story. We 

never get to know if Nicodemus ever experienced the joyous Resurrection of the Lord and continued a 

relationship with a living, resurrected Christ. The Bible has no further mention of Nicodemus after Christ’s 

crucifixion, so we are left never knowing the conclusion of Nicodemus’s story. Did his relationship with Christ 

end at the crucifixion? Or did Nicodemus experience the Resurrection of his friend, the Lord Jesus Christ?   

 

Concluding his presentation with a question-and-answer session, Christopher Zakian left his audience with a 

better understanding and a deeper appreciation for this unusual Pharisee by the name of Nicodemus.  
 

 Pam Mammourian 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.learnreligions.com/prophecies-of-jesus-fulfilled-700159
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Dear Class of 2021, 

 

Congratulations! No matter what level of schooling you are completing, this is a very special time 

for you and your families; to be proud, to celebrate your achievements and to look forward with 

excitement to the next chapter of your lives. This was not an easy year under the strain of the 

pandemic to keep your eyes on your goals and continue striving daily to reach them. You have worked 

hard through very difficult circumstances, and it is indeed an accomplishment to be standing where 

you are today. I admire in each one of you the resilience and perseverance you have shown, traits that 

are very well known to us Armenians.  

 

You will always remember this unusual and historic year leading up to your moment of graduation –

we all will. For all of us watching and supporting you, you are the something good we remember 

about this year. You were dedicated and persistent in dealing with the challenging circumstances this 

pandemic threw at you. And you rose above adversity. Graduates of 2021, you own that title. 

 

As your Pastor, I am so very proud of the success each one of you has earned. Your entire Church 

Family is. After all, the accomplishment for one Armenian is an accomplishment for all Armenians. 

My deepest heartfelt prayers are with each of you, I wish you the very best in your futures and I 

congratulate you, Class of 2021, the class that rose above adversity. May God bless and protect each 

one of you. 

 

Prayerfully yours, 

 Fr. Oshagan  
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COLLEGE AND POST-COLLEGE GRADUATES 

 

Meline Avrigian graduated from the University of Scranton this spring with a 

Masters of Science in Occupational Therapy (MSOT). After graduation, she 

will fulfill her Level II Clinical Fieldwork requirements during the summer and 

fall of 20 21. Meline thoroughly enjoyed both her undergraduate and graduate 

experience at the University of Scranton. She achieved Deans List Honors all 

5 years (2016-2021), completed a faculty-led Capstone Research Project and 

was selected to present her research at the Pennsylvania Occupational Therapy 

Association (POTA) National Conference this past fall. As an Occupational 

Therapist, Meline hopes to work in a pediatric hospital setting in the 

Philadelphia region. Meline is the daughter of Melcom & Sossi Avrigian and 

the granddaughter of the late George & Marion Avrigian and the late Krikor & 

Araxie Boyadjian. 

 
 

Meliné Derderian graduated from Villanova University's Charles 

Widger School of Law. Meliné received her Juris Doctor degree with cum 

laude honors awarded to those students who complete their studies in the 

top 25% of their class. On campus, Meliné was the President of the 

Middle Eastern Law Students Association (MELSA), co-President of the 

Immigration Law Society and student attorney for the Clinic for Asylum, 

Refugee, and Emigrant Services (CARES). In the fall, Meliné will be 

joining the Department of Justice as a judicial extern for the Boston 

Immigration Court. Meline is the daughter of Boghos & Shake Derderian 

and the granddaughter of the late Armen & Marie Derderian and Chuck 

Ajamian & the late Charlotte Ajamian. 
 

Ana DerSimonian graduated cum laude from Ursinus College this 

spring, with a Bachelor of Arts degree majoring in Applied 

Economics, minors in Finance & Accounting and International 

Relations, and a concentration in Theater.  As a second semester 

junior, Ana was inducted into the Whitian Society at Ursinus.  The 

society recognizes the achievements of women who have 

distinguished themselves through outstanding academic 

performance, in addition to leadership and service to the 

College.  Ana was also inducted into Phi Beta Kappa, the nation’s 

oldest and most prestigious academic honor society.  Ana enjoyed 

her time at Ursinus, which also included a truncated semester abroad 

in Paris, immediately preceding the pandemic, where she was able 

to travel throughout parts of Europe. She is excited to start her 

professional career in July as a Staff Accountant at BBD, LLP in 

Philadelphia. Ana is the daughter of Nancy & Nishan DerSimonian 

and the granddaughter of the late Simon & Ovssanna DerSimonian 

and Florence Kazanjian & the late Edward Kazanjian 
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Derek Dervishian graduated from Purdue University’s College of 

Engineering in December 2020. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Computer Engineering with minors in Cybersecurity and Business 

Management. While at Purdue, Derek completed 3 co-ops: Application 

Developer at Kimberly Clark in Roswell, GA; Software Engineer at Kimberly 

Clark in Neenah, WI; and Cybersecurity R&D Intern at Sandia National 

Laboratories.  Derek was a member of Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity, the 

Purdue Armenian Club and the Purdue Investment Club. He also worked as a 

teaching assistant at Purdue. Derek is employed at Lockheed Martin as a 

computer engineer. Derek is the son of Chris & Lilit Dervishian and the 

grandson of Helen Dervishian & the late Jean Dervishian and Garo Avesian 

& the late Laura Avesian.   

 

 

 

 

Mary Grace George graduated magna cum laude from the Smeal 

School of Business at Penn State University, majoring in Supply 

Chain Management & Information Systems and minoring in 

Economics. Mary received the 4-year Provost Scholarship, Cohen 

Trustee Scholarship and Wright Distribution Scholarship and is also a 

member of the Beta Gamma Sigma International Business Honor 

Society.  She was recently selected as a recipient of the 2021 MIT 

Supply Chain Management Master's Excellence Award, which is a 

tuition fellowship to the MIT Supply Chain Master's program.  Mary 

was employed during her academic years as a Business Statistics tutor 

as well as a teaching assistant in an honors supply chain course during 

her senior year. During 2020, she worked for the Bose Corporation in 

Massachusetts, first as a Central Operations Analyst and following as 

an Electrical Commodity Co-op where she earned her Lean Six Sigma 

Certification. She spent the summer of 2019 as a supply chain intern 

for a dog boutique in Sydney, Australia. Upon graduation, Mary will 

be working as a Management Consulting intern for PwC.  Mary enjoys 

her free time traveling, cooking, doing yoga, reading and spending 

time with friends. She is the daughter of Seta (Soghomonian) George & Andy George and granddaughter of 

the late Vartkes & Grace Soghomonian. 
 

 

Samuel Mesrob McNelis graduated this spring from Rutgers University in New Brunswick, New Jersey.  He 

received his Bachelor of Science degree in Exercise Science from the Department of Kinesiology in the School 

of Arts and Sciences. Samuel was named to the Dean’s List from the fall of 2019 to the spring of 2021. He 

was a Physical Therapy Aide at Breakthru Physical Therapy and the Student Athletic Trainer for Rutgers 

Men’s Football. In the fall Samuel will be pursuing a Doctorate in Physical Therapy. Samuel is the son of 

Patrick & Sonia (Odabashian) McNelis and the grandson of Eileen McNelis & the late Bernard McNelis and 

Mesrob & Grace Odabashian. 
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES  

 

Ani Avesian will graduate this June from Marple Newtown 

High School. Throughout high school, Ani participated on the 

debate and tennis teams. In 2020, she was invited to a weeklong 

seminar for the “Congress of Future Medical Leaders” hosted 

by Dr. Mario Capecchi, 2007 Nobel Prize Winner in Medicine. 

She received recognition as an exemplary student at school, 

earning the “Positive on People” award last year. She was also 

awarded The Women’s Club of Newtown Square’s “Student of 

the Month” for her achievement in mathematics in February 

2021. Ani will be attending West Chester University in the fall 

to study nursing with the goal of becoming a pediatric nurse 

practitioner. Ani is the daughter of Misak & Anna Avesian and 

the granddaughter of Karo Avesian & the late Laura Avesian.  

 

 

Sona Arpi Bardakjian graduated high school from The Episcopal Academy. 

She will be attending Boston College in the fall. Sona is very active in the 

Armenian community. She is Chair of the St. Sahag & St Mesrob ACYOA Jrs. 

and, prior to the pandemic, Sona actively participated in the choir at St. Sahag 

& St. Mesrob Church. In addition, Sona serves on the board for SOAR Jrs. 

During her years at The Episcopal Academy, Sona has achieved the 

designation of high honor student and has held leadership roles in many clubs 

and activities including theater, choir, dance, mock trial and community 

service. Sona is the daughter of Nerces & Tanya Bardakjian and the 

granddaughter of the late Garabed & Oussana Bardakjian and Anahid 

Megerian & the late Papken Megerian.  
 

 

 

 

Christopher Solakian will graduate from Marple Newtown High 

School in June. Christopher has been a dedicated and hard-working 

student with high expectations. He grew up playing baseball from Pee 

Wee to Babe Ruth. Chris also played basketball and soccer throughout 

the years. Christopher is planning to attend Delaware County 

Community College to complete prerequisite courses in various 

disciplines to gain more insight on which career path will be the best 

choice. Christopher is the son of Onik & Lianna Solakian, who are 

glowing with pride as their youngest son grows into a wonderful man, 

and he is the grandson of the late Karpis & Alice Solakian, who are 

watching him from above, and Mkrtich & Zaroui Mkrtchyan, who 

support him with pride and joy. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL GRADUATES 
 

Seta Anahid Bardakjian will be graduating 8th grade from The 

Armenian Sisters Academy this June. She will be attending The 

Episcopal Academy in the fall. Seta is a diligent student who excels 

in her studies. She is an active member of ACYOA Jrs and SOAR Jrs, 

and is looking forward to singing in the choir at St. Sahag & St. 

Mesrob church. At The Episcopal Academy, Seta is planning to join 

the dance team and the theater club. Seta is the daughter of Nerces & 

Tanya Bardakjian and the granddaughter of the late Garabed & 

Oussana Bardakjian and Anahid Megerian & the late Papken 

Megerian.  

 

Roseline Meguerian will graduate from the Armenian Sisters Academy 

this June. Roseline has attended ASA since she was 3 years old. She 

has always applied herself to the best of her abilities in every school 

activity, whether it be academics, sports or the arts. This fall, Roseline 

will be attending The Agnes Irwin School. In the summer of 2019, she 

attended Saint Vartan Camp for the first time and enjoyed her 

experience very much.  She also attends St. Sahag & St. Mesrob 

Sunday School and ACYOA Jrs. to deepen her knowledge and her 

faith in God. Rosaline is the daughter of Razmik & Vivi Meguerian 

and is the granddaughter of Rozaline Meguerian (whom she is named 

after) & the late Zaven Meguerian and Haro & Lousin Farra, living in 

Syria. 
 

 

Grace Yacobe will graduate from from the Armenian Sisters 

Academy, which she has attended since Montessori, in June. Grace 

was the Class President of her class at the Armenian Sisters Academy. 

She was active in music, art and extra-curricular sports, including 

basketball and swimming. Grace will attend the Academy of Notre 

Dame de Namur in the fall. She is the daughter of Samer Yacobe & 

Maral Seroon and the granddaughter of Janet Kasto & the late Alber 

Kasto and Ishkhan & Isqokhi Amirkhanian. 
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JACOB TOPAKBASHIAN will be graduating from the Armenian Sisters 

Academy in June. As the oldest of three siblings at the Academy, Jacob has 

made his family proud by being the first member of his family to attend and 

graduate from ASA. His combination of hard work, compassion and 

competitiveness has set a wonderful example for his sister Jemma and brother 

Joseph. Jacob has played baseball, basketball and soccer since the age of 5. He 

played basketball for the ASA team since the first grade and hopes to continue 

playing at Marple Newtown High School. He has been an acolyte, a Sunday 

School student and a camper at St. Vartan Camp. He also attended his first 

ACYOA Juniors Sports Weekend last year and looks forward to being a part of 

the ACYOA. This summer he will serve as a CIT at a local camp and aspires to 

be in the film industry as a director. Jacob is the son of proud parents Alex & 

Alexis Topakbashian and the grandson of Aris & Seta Topakbashian and 

Michael & Lynn Hajatian. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Wish List 
As mentioned in the Pastor’s Corner, an important lesson learned from living through this pandemic that kept 

us separated and isolated is the importance of connection. Our wish at this time is to purchase a video camera 

system that can be permanently installed in the sanctuary so that we would be able broadcast any Divine 

Liturgy, Feast Day, Holy Week or any of our special services as determined. Please talk to Hayr Sourp if you 

are interested in sponsoring this very worthy project. 

 

As always, thank you for your consideration and continued backing. We are exceedingly blessed to have such 

a supportive Church Family. 

 

Thank you 
 

I would like to extend my heartfelt thank you and deep gratitude to the following members of our St. Sahag & 

St. Mesrob Apostolic Church family, who assisted me in upholding our Divine Liturgy throughout these past 

months, and in fact, this past year. Deacon Steven Keytanjian and Sub deacon Lutfig Arabatlian have been 

unwavering in their service to the Armenian Church. Their dedication was exemplary and appreciated by me 

more than my words can express. In the same light, I turn to our exquisite singing angels; Mania Arabatlian, 

Noel Krommenhoek and Arpi DiLibero whose voices kept us uplifted during a difficult period. And finally, to 

Pamela Mamourian, who filmed our Badarak with a keen eye and in such a way that gave our parishioners 

the feeling of being present in our sanctuary. You have been key to keeping us connected during this difficult 

year.  

 

 Fr. Oshagan  
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   Baptism & Chrismation 
 

William Michael Gatter III 

Son of William Michael Gatter Jr. and Allison 

Bedrosian Gatter 

Godfather: Jeffrey Bedrosian 

Godmother: Carolyn Bedrosian Nagy 

May 2, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathew Avi Schreiner 

Son of Adam Schreiner and  

Alene Kailian Schreiner 

Godfather: Ara Kailian 

Godmother: Katrina Selverian 

May 22, 2021 

 

 

SACRAMENTS &GIFTS TO THE CHURCH 
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Ava Marie Whalen  

Daughter of Jarrett Whalen and  

Melanie Asdourian Whalen  

Godfather: Brandon Houlahan 

Godmother: Kaela Asadourian 

June 12, 2021 
 

 
 
 

Wedding 
 

 

Joshua Austin Slaughter 

& 
Talene Beatrice Soghomonian 

 

Best Man: Harout Arzoumanian 

Maid of Honor: Ani Soghomonian 

June 13, 2021 
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Funerals 
John Parseghian 
Entered into his eternal rest on February 10, 2021. 
 

Seerapy Opy Eskandarian  
Entered into his eternal rest on March 30, 2021. 
 

Sirarpie Avetian  
Entered into her eternal rest on April 5, 2021. 
 

Elizabeth Karail  
Entered into his eternal rest on April 10, 2021. 
 

Charlie Kazanjian  
Entered into his eternal rest on April 15, 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gif t s to the Church 
 

We ask for your patience as we get accustom to our new digital office management 

systems. With a little investment in learning, these new digital systems will update and 

streamline our operating capabilities. Gifts to the Church from this spring will be 

printed in the fall issue of the Mer Doon. As always, we deeply appreciate your support 

of St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Apostolic Church and we appreciate your patience at this 

time. 
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In Memoriam In Lieu Of Flowers 
 

 Sincere sympathy is extended by the Pastor and Parish Council to the families of those 

parishioners who have departed from this life.  May God receive the souls of all the 

departed into His everlasting kingdom and send the heavenly consolation of His Holy 

Spirit to those who mourn. 
 

In Lieu of Flowers Donations 

In Memory of John Parseghian 

 

M/M Richard Anthony 

M/M George Arpajian 

M/M Bruce Ballard 

Ms. Elizabeth Barsamian 

Ms. Barbara Boyajian 

John Boyajian & Jane Mahakian 

M/M Nishan DerSimonian 

M/M Tom Harmon (Kapeghian) 

Mrs. Sonia Hoplamazian 

M/M Robert King (Kapeghian) 

Ms. Lisa Manookian 

M/M Gerard Mikaelian 

Alice & Edward Parseghian 

M/M Samuel Pogharian 

M/M Kennth Richter 

M/M Vatche Soghomonian 

 

TOTAL  $ 1,235.00 

 
In Lieu of Flowers Donations 

In Memory of Seerarpy Opy Eskandarian 

 

Ms. Alma Alabilikian 

Mr. Edward Attarian 

Mr. Leon Attarian 

Baboujian Family 

Dolores V. Bakalian & Family 

M/M Bruce Ballard 

Ms. Elizabeth Barsamian 

M/M Robert Barone 

Dr. & Mrs. Donald Bedrosian 

M/M Sarkis Berberian 

M/M David Bitner 

Mrs. Berjouhy Bosnian & Family 

M/M Edward Boyajian 

Ms. Liza Boyajian 

M/M Steve Brod 

M/M Robert Cannuscio 

Mrs. Ayshe Chakmaklian 

M/M Robert Damerjian 

M/M Samuel Degirmenci 

M/M Harry Demirjian 

M/M Lawrence D. DerHagopian 

M/M N. DerSimonian 

Mrs. Alice Dertadian 

Eva Donoian  

Ms. Linda Ekizian & William J. Conley, Jr. 

M/M Edward Eskandarian 

Mr. John Eskandarian 

Kathryn Eskandarian 

M/M Michael Eskandarian 

M/M Robert Hagopian 

M/M Michael Hajatian 

Mrs. Shirley Hajinian 

M/M John Juskalian, Jr. 

Ms. Lisa Kailian 

Mrs. Silva Kailian 

Karakashian Family  

Markrian Family 

Ms. Peggy Kennedy 

Mrs. Carol Keosayian 

M/M Charles Keytanjian 

M/M Steven Keytanjian 

Ms. Celia-Marie Khouri 

Ms. Joyce Killian 

M/M George Mangigian 
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Ms. Lisa Manookian 

M/M Gregory Manougian 

Ms. Lora T. Maul (Tourigian) 

M/M Patrick McNelis 

Mrs. Anahid Megerian 

M/M Hrair Megerian 

M/M Noubar Megerian 

M/M Joseph Nasife 

Ms. Mary Odabashian 

M/M Mesrob Odabashian 

Dr. Catherine Palandjian 

M/M Robert Paretchian 

M/M Sameul Pogharian 

M/M George Ramoundos 

M/M Ara Sahakian 

Mr. Michael Sahakian 

Ms. Margaret R. Sarajian 

Dr. & Mrs. Albert Sarkessian 

Mrs. Grace Shahinian 

Mr. Dean Shahinian 

M/M Daniel Takoushian 

Mr. Michael Tokmanian 

Mr. Edward Tutelian 

Ms. Robin Tourigian 

M/M Richard Vishab 

M/M Gregory Yazujian 

M/M Peter Yilanjian 

Mr. Jack Zulalian 

 

TOTAL  $ 6,555.00 
 

 

In Lieu of Flowers Donations 

In Memory of Charles Kazanjian 

 

Mrs. Ayshe Chakmaklian 

 

TOTAL  $ 25.00 

In Lieu of Flowers Donations 

In Memory of Arshalouys Kaleli 
 

Ms. Elizabeth Barsamian 

M/M Samuel Degirmenci 
 

TOTAL  $ 50.00 

In Lieu of Flowers Donations 

In Memory of Laura Torcomian 

 

M/M Bruce Baltaian 

 

TOTAL  $ 75.00 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember Saint Sahag and Saint Mesrob Armenian Church  

In Your Will 
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Spring  2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
❖ June 20, 2021  Father’s Day 

❖ July 4, 2021   Independence Day 

❖ July 11, 2021   Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord 

❖ August 15, 2021  Feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother-Of -God  

(Grapes Blessing) 

❖ TBD    Annual Church Picnic 

❖ September 12, 2021 Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

❖ September 21, 2021 Armenian Independence Day 

❖ September 26, 2021 Feast of the Holy Cross of Varak  

St. Sahag & St. Mesrob 
Armenian Apostolic Church 

630 Clothier Road 

Wynnewood, PA 19096 
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